
Banned Books Trial



Project Description and Roles


TEACHER ON TRIAL FOR TEACHING BANNED BOOKS!

AUTHOR ON TRIAL FOR WRITING BANNED BOOK!

STUDENT ON TRIAL FOR READING BANNED BOOK!

SCHOOL ON TRIAL FOR STUDENT KILLINGS CONNECTED TO BANNED BOOKS! _______________________________________________________________

Through the course of our “Banned Books” unit, you have read books that at some point in time were banned through the course of recent history.  If you think back to In The Night Kitchen or Abigail’s Pony, there are many reasons why people have banned books or writings.  As the culminating project for this unit, you and a group of people will go through a trial and convince a panel of experts whether or not a teacher, author, student, or school should be responsible for actions surrounding banned books.  Some of you will be prosecutors; others will be defenders, expert witness, or witnesses for the prosecution or defense.  This following tasks will ask you to act out the connection between our Constitutional Rights and the banned books each of you were assigned to read.

Scenarios

1) A teacher is placed on trial for teaching banned books to students in a classroom.  Many parents are in an uproar over the ideas the books contain and the moral influence it may have on children. These books are most often attacked for being "age-inappropriate" in their use of sexually explicit or racially charged language or for expressing unorthodox political, religious or cultural views. Some challenges are brought by individual parents, others by religious right groups that target books they regard as anti-Christian
.

2) An 18 year-old student is on trial for reading banned books and starting a banned books club at school.  Parents, teachers, administrators, and other students say the accused student has created a culture of improper language and anarchy at the school.  As the student is 18 years old, the trial is in a federal court of law where the accused student is charged of spreading ideas and values that are not considered appropriate for high school students.

3) An author is on trial for writing a novel that is "insulting of American-ness" because it uses explicit language, and expresses political ideas that go against typical American cultural views.  She could get three years in prison and the law on insulting American-ness has been used as a weapon to silence many people.  This case is the first of its kind and may set a precedent to silence other authors
.

4) A school is on trial because a student, after reading a banned book was inspired to commit a violent act at school.  The accused student “savagely beat, burned, and tied the victim to a wooden pole, leaving the victim to die
”.  The school is on trial because it did not take preventative measures in checking what the teachers at school were giving their students to read.  The victim’s family is seeking damages in the range of $8 million, and if the school is prosecuted, it would surely shut down, leaving 300 students without a school the following year.

Roles and Tasks

For each scenario, 6 students will be grouped to act out the trial for each class.  In addition to acting out the roles below during the trial session, each person in the group will be responsible for completing a profile, which will be explained below:

· Prosecuting Attorney – Your job will be to argue against the person(s) who are on trial.  You will act as a prosecutor who is trying to get a decision from the panel that is in favor of the person(s) on trial going to jail/paying fines.

· Defense Attorney – Your job will be to defend the person(s) who are on trial.  You will act as a defender who is trying to get a decision from the panel that is in favor of the person(s) on trial not going to jail or paying fines.

· Plaintiff – Your job will be to speak on behalf of the prosecutor, as the person pressing charges in giving facts and arguments which will help the prosecutor send the person(s) on trial to jail/pay fines.  You will be acting as the person who filed the complaint to start the case so you will be telling the story from a first person point of view.
· Defendant – Your job will be to speak on behalf of the defender, as the person on trial in giving facts and arguments which will help the defender allow the person(s) on trial not go to jail/pay fines. You will be acting as the person who may potentially go to jail so you will be telling the story from a first person point of view.
· Witness for Prosecutor – Your job will be to speak as a person who had direct contact with the person(s) on trial.  But your eye-witness accounts will hold favor for the prosecutor, and in the end help send the person(s) on trial to jail or pay fines.
· Witness for Defender - Your job will be to speak as a person who had direct contact with the person(s) on trial.  But your eye-witness accounts will hold favor for the defender, and in the end help the person(s) on trial not go to jail or pay fines.
For each group of 6 students, the prosecution and defense will plan their trial strategy separately so that the drama of the actual trial can play out during the day of each trial.  The prosecutor will be the point person to organize arguments/statements for her/his team.  The defender will be the point person to the same for her/his team.

Profiles
Each person in the above group of six will be required to complete a profile for the assigned role.  The requirements are as follows:

· Create a first name and last name for your role.

· Give some fictional background of your person.  

· Where was she/he born?  

· Where did the person grow up?  

· Where do she/he attend school?  Where did the person attend college? 

·  Are there any events in the person’s life that may directly affect the trial at hand?  Etc. 

Arguments
What are the arguments/statements from this person that will help your side (prosecution or defense, not both)?  In this section, you must do factual research which will help your side win the trial.  Some places to start are other precedent cases, first amendment rights, bill of rights, etc.

Resources You Can Use

· First Amendment Principles

· In The Night Kitchen Reading

· Abigail and Her Beautiful Pony

· Fahrenheit 451 Reading

· Island Trees Unified School District vs. Pico Case

· Tinker vs. Des Moines School District Case

· Hazelwood School District vs. Kuhlmeier Case

· Kaffir Boy

· Your SSR Book
Requirements

Please follow the below format requirements for both the “profiles” and “arguments”

· Profiles should be at least a half-page typed

· Arguments should be at least one-page typed

· Typed, double-spaced, Times New Roman 12 point font

· Cite any all sources used to create your arguments/statements

· Have a bibliography for your arguments/statement section

Due Dates:

· Profiles due – Tuesday September 26, 2006

· Arguments due – Wednesday September 27th
· Mock Trials – Thursday and Friday September 28th – September 29th 

Agenda for a Mock Trial
 Time limits should be monitored by the Clerk. 

1. Bailiff Announcement:  “All rise. The Court of the Village is now in session; the Honorable Judge is presiding.” Everyone remains standing until the judge enters and takes the bench. The judge asks the bailiff to call the day’s calendar and the bailiff says, “Your Honor, today’s case is ________________vs.____________.”  The judge asks the attorneys for each side if they are ready to begin the trial.   

2. Attorney Introductions: “May it please the court and members of the jury, my name is _______, counsel for _______in this action.” (Prosecuting Attorney and Defense Attorney Speak)

3. Prosecution: opening statement (presentation of arguments) 
• 2 minutes (Prosecuting Attorney Speaks)

4. Defense: opening statement (presentation of arguments) 
• 2 minutes (Defense Attorney Speaks)

s5.  Prosecution:  calls witness(es).  Direct examination.

• 3-4 questions per person (Prosecuting Attorney, Plaintiff, Witness for Prosecution Speak)

6.  Defense: cross-examination of prosecution witnesses

• 2-3 questions per person  (Defense Attorney, Plaintiff, Witness for Prosecution Speak)
7. Defense: calls witness(es).  Direct examination.

• 3-4 questions per person (Defense Attorney, Defendant, Witness for Defense Speak)
8.  Prosecution: cross-examination of defense witnesses 
• 2-3 questions per person (Prosecuting Attorney, Defendant, Witness for Defense Speak)
9. Prosecution: summary of arguments and closing statement 
• 3 minutes (Prosecuting Attorney Speaks)

10. Defense: summary of arguments and closing statements 
• 3 minutes (Defense Attorney Speaks)
11. Jury: open discussion among jurors, with any questions being discussed 
• Approximately 5 minutes 

12. Jury: time to fill out Juror Verdict Form 
• Approximately 2 minutes 

Opening Statements 
· Short statement, two minutes. 
· Explains what you will prove and how you will do it.
· Take a stand that matches your assigned role. 
· Uses evidence and information from your research.

· Is not argumentative.

Witnesses 

· Provide testimony that matches assigned role. 
· Prepare notes to bring with you to the witness stand. 

· List major points that are important for someone in your role to present to the court. 

· During your testimony, attempt to make your stand on the issue clear and support this stand with specific information gathered through your research.
· Tell a story.  Don’t sound bored or like you have memorized material. 
· Play your character.  Remember, you are acting. 
· LISTEN to attorneys; answer the question that is being asked. 
· Speak loudly and clearly. 
Direct Examination of Witnesses 

Direct examination takes place when lawyers call their own witnesses to the stand and ask them questions.
· Attorney calls the witness to the witness stand and asks questions on behalf of the party the attorney represents. 

· Attempt to ask questions which will result in your side of the case being presented in the most favorable light beginning with who, what, why, when, where, explain, and describe. 

· Ask three to five questions beginning with who, what, where, when, why, explain, or describe. 
· Keep it simple and concise. 

· Plan a strategy:  present witnesses in chronological order or so the sequence of witnesses tells a story. 

Cross-Examination of Witnesses 
Cross-examination has two purposes. It is designed to: 

(1) clarify the witness's testimony from the other side's point of view, and 

(2) give the opposing side an opportunity to impeach the witness-that is, to attack the witness's credibility. 

· Ask “yes” or “no” questions. 
· Do not argue with the witness. 
· Know the answer before you ask the question. 
· Ask 2 to 3 questions, if needed. 
· Ask questions to explain, modify, or discredit what witness said. 
· Be especially careful to be courteous. 

· Do not cross-examine if you have no reason to do so. 

Closing Statements 

· Be emotionally charged and strongly appealing  (unlike the calm, rational opening statement).

· Emphasize the facts that support the claims of your side. 

· Note weaknesses or inconsistencies in the opposing side's case. 

· Develop a statement that restates your position. 
· Include facts provided by witnesses during the trial. 
· Be well organized (starting and ending with your strongest point helps to structure the presentation and give you a good introduction and conclusion). 

Proper phrasing includes: 

"The evidence has clearly shown that. 

"Based on this testimony; there can be no doubt that..." 

"The prosecution has failed to prove that..." 

"The defense would have you believe that . ..”

Tell why your client should win.
� Source: Durbin, Kathie.  Books Under Fire. Teaching Tolerance.  Spring 2005.  17th September 2006.  <� HYPERLINK "http://www.tolerance.org/teach/magazine/features.jsp?p=0&is=36&ar=566" ��http://www.tolerance.org/teach/magazine/features.jsp?p=0&is=36&ar=566�>.


2 Source: Fraser, Susan.  “Leading Author Faces Trial in Turkey”. Yahoo! News.  9th September 2006.  17th September 2006. <<� HYPERLINK "http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20060909/ap_on_re_mi_ea/novelist_on_trial" ��http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20060909/ap_on_re_mi_ea/novelist_on_trial�>>. 


�Source: <<http://www.skeptictank.org/hs/gaybtr3.htm>>. 
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